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UNFCCC, Article 2

Such a level should be achieved 

within a time-frame sufficient to 

allow ecosystems to adapt 

naturally to climate change, to 

ensure that food production is not 

threatened and to enable economic 

development to proceed in a 

sustainable manner.



IPCC assessment work

• must be based on available scientific

literature, taking into account all evidence

available

• broadest possible expert review

• “line of sight”: literature – chapter body –

chapter summary – report summary –

synthesis report

• line-by-line approval of summary in 

government plenary



Assessing the literature



Cramer et al. 2014 (IPCC AR5 WG2)



So what about IPBES?

An “IPCC for Biodiversity”?



IPBES was established in April 2012, as an 

independent intergovernmental body open to 

all member countries of the United Nations.

The members are committed to building 

IPBES as the leading intergovernmental body 

for assessing the state of the planet's 

biodiversity, its ecosystems and the essential 

services they provide to society.



Conceptual Framework



Work Programme Objective 2

Deliverable 2(b) Regional/subregional
assessments on biodiversity and ecosystem 
services

…a set of regional and subregional
assessments established through a regionally 
based scoping process. 

… assess the impact of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services and threats to them on 
human well-being and the effectiveness of 
responses.... 

The assessments will identify the need for 
capacity, knowledge and policy support tools.



These and other deliverables are under 

preparation by scientists and other experts –

many of them well-known in this room.

They are supported by processes to collect 

comments on draft documents, open to 

anyone



Fundamentally, IPCC and IPBES use the 

available scientific knowledge to support 

policy.

It is our job to provide that knowledge.

Addressing the issues discussed at this 

conference – biodiversity and food security –

in our research is a useful contribution.



Could you kindly
rephrase that in

equivocal, inaccurate,
vague, self-serving and
roundabout terms that
we can all understand?



Some final announcements

1. We would like to make your contributions available 

online in pdf-format

– If we do not now have your poster or slides, or if you wish 
to modify them, please send them to 
gabriela.boeri@imbe.fr

– If you do NOT wish to see your contribution online, please 
let us know

– We will send a reminder to you all in November

2. If you wish to make a thematically relevant 

contribution to the conference Special Feature in 

Regional Environmental Change, please do so

– We will send a reminder to you all in November



Some final announcements

3. There is no final decision about a 

synthesis publication – if we go for this 

option, then all conference participants 

present here in Aix will be invited to 

contribute (co-authorship dependent on 

actual input)



Robert Barbault, 1943-2013



Thank you, merci, Danke!

My colleagues from the Scientific Committee:
– Luc Abbadie, Paris, France
– Gilles Boëtsch, Dakar, Senegal
– (myself)
– Josette Garnier, Paris, France
– Joel Guiot, Aix-en-Provence, France
– Heribert Hofer, Berlin, Germany
– Martine Hossaert-Mckey, Montpellier, France
– Volker Mosbrugger, Frankfurt/Main, Germany
– Hugues Ravenel, Nice, France
– Josef Settele, Halle, Germany
– Klement Tockner, Berlin, Germany
– Hubert Wiggering, Müncheberg, Germany



Thank you, Danke, merci beaucoup!

All our plenary speakers!

All our poster contributors!

All other scientific contributors!

All our sponsors! (see posters)

The children of Christian Mareschal, IMBE! Why?

They provided the sound system!

But, more than to all others: thanks to our organizers:
Gabriela Boéri
Emilie Egea
Laura Tydecks
(and several more, including Maryse Alvitre, Simon Decock, Ana 
Paula Garcia Nieto, Cécile Langlois, Matthias Premke-Kraus)



Thank you all very much and 
have a safe trip home!



ALTER-Net Summer School, Peyresq, September 10, 2014


